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WRIT DENIED 

  
Relator, Eric Williams, seeks this Court’s supervisory review of the trial 

court’s November 10, 2025 ruling which denied his application for post-

conviction relief (“APCR”) and/or request for an out-of-time appeal.  For the 

reasons that follow, we deny this writ application. 

On January 15, 2004, relator was found guilty by a jury of armed robbery 

(count one), aggravated battery (count two), and possession of a firearm while in 

possession of marijuana (count three).  On February 3, 2004, the trial court 

sentenced relator to eighty-five years imprisonment at hard labor without the 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence on count one; ten years 

imprisonment at hard labor on count two; and ten years imprisonment at hard 

labor on count three; with all of the sentences to run consecutively.  On April 26, 

2005, this Court affirmed relator’s convictions, but remanded the matter for a 

 

April 15, 2026   



 

 

ruling on relator’s motion to reconsider sentence.  State v. Williams, 04-1309 (La. 

App. 5 Cir. 4/26/05), 902 So.2d 485, writs denied, 05-1640 (La. 2/3/06), 922 

So.2d 1173 and 05-1640 (La. 2/3/06), 924 So.2d 144.  On January 13, 2009, this 

Court found that relator’s eighty-five-year sentence for armed robbery was 

disproportionate to the crime, vacated the sentence, and remanded the matter for 

resentencing.  This Court also affirmed relator’s sentences for aggravated battery 

and illegal carrying of weapons.  State v. Williams, 08-556 (La. App. 5 Cir. 

1/13/09), 8 So.3d 3, writ denied, 09-330 (La. 11/6/09), 21 So.3d 298.  Pursuant to 

this Court’s remand, on January 14, 2010, the trial court sentenced relator to fifty 

years imprisonment at hard labor without the benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

On October 30, 2025, relator filed his APCR and/or request for an out-of-

time appeal with the trial court.  In it, relator requested an out-of-time appeal, 

claiming that due to trial counsel’s ineffectiveness, he was unable to seek direct 

review of the State’s failure to arraign him on the amended bill of information.1  

On November 10, 2025, the trial court denied relief, finding relator’s APCR and 

request for another appeal were untimely. 

Upon review, we find no error in the trial court’s denial of relator’s APCR 

and request for an out-of-time appeal.  To begin, in State v. Counterman, 475 

So.2d 336, 339 (La. 1985), the Louisiana Supreme Court held that an APCR filed 

in the trial court is the appropriate procedural vehicle for a defendant who has 

failed to appeal to seek reinstatement of his right to appeal.  However, in the 

present matter, relator has already received two appeals.  Furthermore, we find 

defendant’s post-conviction claim, that trial counsel’s failure to object when the 

State did not arraign him on the amended bill of information precluded appellate 

review of his claim, is untimely under La. C.Cr.P. art. 930.8.  Article 930.8(A) 

provides, in pertinent part: “No application for post-conviction relief including 

applications which seek an out-of-time appeal, shall be considered if it is filed 

more than two years after the judgment of conviction and sentence has become 

final … .”  Here, relator’s convictions and sentences have long since been final, 

and relator has not shown he meets any of the exceptions for filing an untimely 

 
1 It is noted that relator’s writ application does not include a copy of his APCR and/or 

request for an out-of-time appeal, as required by Uniform Rules–Court of Appeal, Rule 4-

5(C)(8). 



 

 

application under Article 930.8.  As such, relator presents no grounds for relief.  

This writ application is accordingly denied. 

Gretna, Louisiana, this 15th day of April, 2026. 
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